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Environmental Protection Agency § 58.20 

may request access to filters for pur-
poses of supporting air quality manage-
ment or community health—such as bi-
ological assay—through the applicable 
EPA Regional Administrator. The fil-
ters shall be archived according to pro-
cedures approved by the Adminis-
trator. The EPA recommends that par-
ticulate matter filters be archived for 
longer periods, especially for key sites 
in making NAAQS related decisions or 
for supporting health-related air pollu-
tion studies. 

(g) Any State or, where applicable, 
local agency operating a continuous 
SO2 analyzer shall report the maximum 
5-minute SO2 block average of the 
twelve 5-minute block averages in each 
hour, in addition to the hourly SO2 av-
erage. 

[71 FR 61298, Oct. 17, 2006, as amended at 73 
FR 67059, Nov. 12, 2008; 75 FR 6534, Feb. 9, 
2010; 75 FR 35602, June 22, 2010] 

Subpart C—Special Purpose 
Monitors 

SOURCE: 71 FR 61302, Oct. 17, 2006, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 58.20 Special purpose monitors 
(SPM). 

(a) An SPM is defined as any monitor 
included in an agency’s monitoring 
network that the agency has des-
ignated as a special purpose monitor in 
its annual monitoring network plan 
and in AQS, and which the agency does 
not count when showing compliance 
with the minimum requirements of 
this subpart for the number and siting 
of monitors of various types. Any SPM 
operated by an air monitoring agency 
must be included in the periodic assess-
ments and annual monitoring network 
plan required by § 58.10. The plan shall 
include a statement of purposes for 
each SPM monitor and evidence that 
operation of each monitor meets the 
requirements of appendix A or an ap-
proved alternative as provided by 
§ 58.11(a)(2) where applicable. The moni-
toring agency may designate a monitor 
as an SPM after January 1, 2007 only if 
it is a new monitor, i.e., a SLAMS 
monitor that is not included in the cur-
rently applicable monitoring plan or, 
for a monitor included in the moni-
toring plan prior to January 1, 2007, if 

the Regional Administrator has ap-
proved the discontinuation of the mon-
itor as a SLAMS site. 

(b) Any SPM data collected by an air 
monitoring agency using a Federal ref-
erence method (FRM), Federal equiva-
lent method (FEM), or approved re-
gional method (ARM) must meet the 
requirements of § 58.11, § 58.12, and ap-
pendix A to this part or an approved al-
ternative to appendix A to this part. 
Compliance with appendix E to this 
part is optional but encouraged except 
when the monitoring agency’s data ob-
jectives are inconsistent with those re-
quirements. Data collected at an SPM 
using a FRM, FEM, or ARM meeting 
the requirements of appendix A must 
be submitted to AQS according to the 
requirements of § 58.16. Data collected 
by other SPMs may be submitted. The 
monitoring agency must also submit to 
AQS an indication of whether each 
SPM reporting data to AQS monitor 
meets the requirements of appendices 
A and E to this part. 

(c) All data from an SPM using an 
FRM, FEM, or ARM which has oper-
ated for more than 24 months is eligi-
ble for comparison to the relevant 
NAAQS, subject to the conditions of 
§ 58.30, unless the air monitoring agen-
cy demonstrates that the data came 
from a particular period during which 
the requirements of appendix A, appen-
dix C, or appendix E to this part were 
not met in practice. 

(d) If an SPM using an FRM, FEM, or 
ARM is discontinued within 24 months 
of start-up, the Administrator will not 
base a NAAQS violation determination 
for the PM2.5 or ozone NAAQS solely on 
data from the SPM. 

(e) If an SPM using an FRM, FEM, or 
ARM is discontinued within 24 months 
of start-up, the Administrator will not 
designate an area as nonattainment for 
the CO, SO2, NO2, or 24-hour PM10 
NAAQS solely on the basis of data from 
the SPM. Such data are eligible for use 
in determinations of whether a non-
attainment area has attained one of 
these NAAQS. 

(f) Prior approval from EPA is not re-
quired for discontinuance of an SPM. 

[71 FR 61298, Oct. 17, 2006, as amended at 72 
FR 32210, June 12, 2007; 73 FR 67060, Nov. 12, 
2008] 
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